after the conference. It is sure to find its way on to the shelves of many dermatologists and research workers to join its illustrious predecessor. P D SAMMAN Lecture Notes on Psychiatry by James Willis MB MRCPE DPM ppix+89 7s6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1964 The author of this book defines the aim and scope of it in his introduction. 'Medical Students often say they find psychiatry interesting but disappointing. Interesting because psychiatry is a clinical subject and all students seem to like this, disappointing because, as they frequently put it, "it all seems vague and woolly".' These notes were written to try to answer the sort of questions that students seem to need answered fairly quickly when they start a psychiatric clerkship.
There can be little doubt that, within the limits he sets himself, Dr Willis has succeeded in communicating the essentials ofthe subject excellently. His paragraph on page 2, on the relationship between doctor and psychiatric patient, is a model of clarity; the same characteristic of informative succinctness permeates all the chapters, which cover the usual range of topics. In a further edition two points might receive attention: a little more information might be given on phobias, and in a reconstruction of the section on hysteria it might be useful to denote the personality characteristics as histrionic and to allow the term hysteria to apply only to the presence of conversion phenomena. These are minor considerations, however, in a book which can be recommended without hesitation for medical students in their first contact with psychiatry. J DOMINIAN Dermatology Current Concept and Practice by Patrick Hall-Smith MD(Edin) FRCP(Edin) MRCP(Lond) and Robert J Cairns MB Bs(Lond) MRcP(Lond) pp 256 illustrated 63s London: Staples Press 1964 The aim of this book is 'to present within the framework of general medicine a clear and concise account of modem thought in dermatology'. The subject-matter is arranged in twenty chapters, on the whole along traditional lines, although sections on vasculitis and the cutaneous manifestations of internal disease are welcome innovations. The print and paper are good and echo the quality of the fifty photographs. It is a pity, therefore, that there are so many misprints or spelling mistakes, not least among the page headings.
In order to deal adequately with the subject in only 256 pages, considerable compression has been necessary. This has been achieved by the use of tables, lists and diagrams and it is this which gives the book its particular flavour. This method of medical writing is by no means unprecedented and within limits it can be helpful. On the other hand it can spoil the smooth flow of reading and there are even times when the eye is not sure whether to move horizontally or vertically. Further, some of these tables and diagrams are so complicated that they may demand for their full comprehension rather more time and concentration than some readers of a short textbook on dermatology are willing to give.
While it is arguable that this might have been a better book had it been longer, it must at the same time be recommended for its fresh approach and the comprehensiveness of its contents. P BORRIE Clinical Phonocardiography by Dennis C Deuchar MDLond MRCP pp xiv+ 144 illustrated 25s London: English Universities Press 1964 This is probably the first book on phonocardiography by a clinical cardiologist who uses phonocardiography to link the auscultatory and hkmodynamic findings. It is wonderful value and should be acquired by every would-be cardiologist. The author's own researches have been mainly in other fields and it is perhaps for this reason, and stimulated by the needs of intelligent undergraduates at Guy's, that he is able to look objectively and clearly at the whole subject. He is one of the few writers who appreciate the value of simultaneous recordings from different areas rather than numerous recordings at different frequencies from one microphonethe physicist's approach.
The book is well illustrated with many line drawings of simultaneous phonocardiograms and pressure pulses which are usually clear and easy to understand. The few actual sound recordings are not of the first quality but this is no disadvantage since the value of this book is not in its evidence or its references, but as a means of educating intelligent medical students, postgraduates and indeed cardiologists to think of hemodynamics when they auscultate the heart. This monograph deals with a controversial aspect of periodontal therapy, but few would disagree with the author in his contention that pathologically migrated teeth should be placed in a more satisfactory functional environment if there is to be any prospect of saving them. He describes different forms of bite plates for achieving this movement as well as the use of grassline ligatures. Certain types of wire splints and the author's own A-type of fixed splint are described and clearly illustrated. The word 'pyramid' in the title refers to a particular form of fixed bite raising device developed by the author.
This book must be regarded as unusual and highly individual. The simplicity of the measures advocated will have a certain appeal but after reading it the clinician will feel that he must gain personal experience of the methods advocated before he can pass fair judgment. This impression arises from the fact that the author frequently uses the word 'provisional' in relation to his forms of treatment, and yet in his illustrations of treated cases no other methods of treatment seem to have been instituted after the provisional treatment.
The standard of printing and binding is good, though at times the illustrations leave something to be desired. All in all, this is a stimulating book. It is a pity that it is so highly priced, but if, after reading it, the clinician is able to save teeth which would otherwise have been sacrificed, then the price is not too high. This handbook forms one of a series of books on various aspects of medicine designed to present the essential facts of the subject in a form sufficiently compact to be carried and used as a ready reference. The main appeal is to the student and the hospital resident but the present volume will also be useful to the general practitioner. A very considerable amount of factual knowledge and practical advice has been packed into the book with the result that attempts to read long passages are likely to be followed by mental indigestion. As a quick reference guide to almost any problem in obstetrics and gynwcology, however, the book offers facts succinctly set out with advice on management clearly laid down. The illustrations are very good.
Differences between transatlantic practice and that followed in this country are apparent in the advice given in some sections: few obstetricians here would use Willett forceps in the treatment of placenta prnvia or employ a classical Cwsarean section in this condition. CQesarean hysterectomy as means of sterilization, particularly subtotal hysterectomy, would not be favoured and marsupialization of a Bartholin's abscess would be preferred to simple drainage. Differing opinions aside, the book commends itself for the amount of information compressed into its relatively small size. Water abounds everywhere and its presence is always taken for granted. In life its key role is basic to the understanding of the living processes of behaviour and survival. The report of the First International Symposium oni Thirst in the Regulation of Body Water investigates many topics vital to doctors practising in many different spheres. There are interesting discussions of the minimal water requirement of man, thirst and fluid intake in clinical practice, interaction of hormones and drugs on water intake in thirst, and a fascinating section on the central control of thirst and drinking.
It is not always easy to find these aspects coordinated and presented together in the literature. This volume has merit not only because of this, but also because of the excellence of the contributions. It should be read by all doctors interested in the physiology and clinical importance of thirst, !,ody water and its regulation, and by all the 'salt and water' devotees.
J ANDERSON

Disorders of Voluntary Muscle edited by John N Walton MD FRCP pp x +628 illustrated lOOs London: J & A Churchill 1964
This is not a textbook which presents to the reader the story of the diseases affecting voluntary muscle as far as it is well known with such theoretical considerations as are appropriate. It is a series of reviews on different aspects of the structure, function, and disease of muscle by 25 learned authorities. Some of these reviews are more suited to textbooks of physiology or biochemistry and will require early revision as knowledge advances.
Out of 600 pages, only 140 are devoted to clinical description, if we exclude chapters on spinal muscular atrophies and polyneuropathies the limited discussion of which seems out of place in this textbook. This is altogether out of balance for the clinical reader, valuable as are the chapters on physiology and biochemistry, and especially on neuromuscular transmission, to specialists in this field. There does, however,
